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News letterNews letter
CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

It is my pleasure to write the opening words to this 
year’s newsletter and to use the opportunity to 
highlight matters which might otherwise have escaped 

your attention.

First, for those of you able to make last year’s reunion at 
Stoke Rochford you will no doubt remember that we were, 
thanks to the generosity of the Chemring Group, able to 
unveil a new memorial to those in 2 PARA who have died 
on active service since the end of the Second World War. 
We have wanted to do this for a very long time.  

If you have not been able to visit the Church of St Andrew 
& St Mary please do try and do so. The new memorial is on 
the wall next to those from the Second World War. Below 
is a book of remembrance for all those who have died on 
active service since the formation of 2 PARA in 1941 and it 
is set in a splendid case. The pages are turned by the church 
wardens and I feel certain that you will be impressed at not 
only the quality of the memorial but more importantly its 
meaning and relevance to those who have paid such a high 
price in service to the Crown.

Second, we have a new Secretary now that Al Ashworth 
has retired after so many years in that role. You will all 
agree with me that Al has been a tower of strength and 
an outstanding servant of the Club. I have known him 
since 1959 when I joined 2 PARA in Cyprus as a very new 
AB soldier. He, thankfully, was in my platoon: thankfully 
for me that is!! So when I was invited to succeed John 
Williams as your Chairman I knew that the Club was in 
good hands. Supported strongly and brilliantly by Ann. None 
of us have been disappointed. We wish both him and Ann 
every happiness in the years ahead. Our new Secretary, 
Colonel Clinton Hicks, is no stranger to 2 PARA and he will 
introduce himself elsewhere in this newsletter.

I do very much hope that we will all meet up again at Stoke 
Rochford for our reunion on 23rd-25th October.

Top: Borneo Campaign Fifty Years On.
Bottom Left: Al Ashworth stands down as the Honorary Secretary after 
sixteen years.
Bottom Right: Exercise Bold Warrior 2015.
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T his year is the 50th Anniversary of the Battle of 
Plaman Mapu. Lt Col Jon Fleming commanded 
B Company 2 PARA during the battle and has 

written this account:

Having just gone on Christmas Leave, 2 PARA, on New 
Year’s Eve of 1964, were recalled to our base at the 
then brand new barracks, Bruneval Bks, in Aldershot, 
to be there by 1200hrs on 1st January 1965 - not 
a good time for a Scot’s battalion! One member, 
who was travelling north by train, having spent his 
Christmas on guard duty at the new barracks, saw 
out of his train window at Grantham station (or it 
may have been Newark), on a WH Smiths hoarding 
in bold, black lettering: “2 PARA recall to barracks 
for FE operations”. He immediately got out of his 
northbound train and got into the next southbound 
one to return straight back to Aldershot.

The battalion was all packed up for a Far East exercise 
anyway. This turned out to be an operational tour 
instead. We flew to Singapore, (Nee Soon Barracks), 
and were all there by 8th January. From 10th January 
to 27th February 1965 the whole battalion went on 
an intensive, crash jungle warfare course at The Jungle 
Warfare School in Kota Tingge in Malaysia. Early in 
March we sailed to Kuching in North Borneo arriving 
there on 9th March. We then moved, in convoy, to Balai 
Ringen, Bn HQ, from where B Coy with a detachment 
of 81 mm mortars commanded by Sgt John McDonald, 
were deployed forward, by helicopter (Belvedere & 
Whirlwinds then) to Plaman Mapu: there were no 
roads. We had to make our own maps. We took over 
command from 1 BW, I think or it may have been 1 
A&SH, on 12th March. Several members of this Club 
participated in this campaign. ‘A’ Coy, commanded 
by the late Jock Daniels were in Nibong: ‘D’ Coy 
commanded by Brian Barnes were in Gunan Gajak, 
where there was artillery support (a 5.5” gun I seem 
to remember).

In Nick van der Bijl’s book, “Confrontation”, he opines 
that Plaman Mapu was ‘to a great extent the focal 
point of Confrontation’.  Whether it was or not is best 
left to the historians to decide but the fact remains 
that after Plaman Mapu the Indonesians never again 
tried to take out a company base.  Politically, Indonesia 

wanted to attend the Afro-Asia Conference, in Algiers, 
in June 1965 from a position of strength.  They felt 
that capturing a British company base over the border 
in Borneo, during Confrontation, would enhance their 
case.

It was pitch dark and 
pelting with rain when 
the enemy attacked at 
just after 0500hrs on 
the 27th April 1965.  
We were outnumbered 
by nearly 10 to 1, 
though we did not 
know that at the time. 
One platoon was back 
at Bn HQ training; one 
platoon was on night 
ambushes and patrols; 
one platoon plus a 
section of mortars and Coy HQ were in the company 
base. The platoon in the base was, in the main, young 
18/19 year olds straight out of Depot PARA.  The 
enemy of 3 companies of RPKAD, experienced, elite 
troops entered and subdued the villagers of Plaman 
Mapu kampong, cutting the telephone ‘early warning’ 
line from the Headman’s atap house to the dug-in Coy 
CP, on the night of 25th/26th April.  Early on 27th April 
they moved out; positioning a company strength fire 
base SSW of our position, which was on a conical hill, 
across a deep gully amongst bamboo: together with 
2 companies of assault troops positioned to the SW 
of us, flanking both sides of the fire-base.  The assault 
troops had to attack uphill through thick undergrowth 
over slippery ground, through 2 lines of dannert wire 
and claymore mines as obstacles, on a wet, dark night. 
They had a cold meal on their start line - empty US 
“K” ration pack wrappers were found afterwards.  The 
fire-support group opened up; though most of their fire 
was too high.  They were aiming, mistakenly and luckily 
for us, at the unoccupied, silhouetted structures above 
ground (the company stores, cookhouse, canteen, 
eating area, the 2 water towers and the day-time sentry 
tower). Tracer rounds sped harmlessly into the night 
sky.  We all “stood to” very quickly, as rehearsed often, 
in our dug in trench/sleeping bunkers.  The first assault 
came in: successfully negotiating the slippery slope and 
the obstacles, including the exploding claymores, to 
gain a foothold in the SW mortar pit.  This had already 

anniversary of plaman mapu
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been hit, killing Pte Smith and grievously wounding L/
Cpl McKellar and wounding two more.  That mortar 
was out of action.  By the time that CSM John Williams 
with a small section got there, having first disarmed 
a frightened and delirious sentry, who thought that 
Williams was the enemy, they found a few Indonesians 
standing around the pit, aimlessly wandering about, 
appearing not to know what to do next.  Williams 
grabbed a weak section. including Captain Nicky 
Thompson, GLOSTERS lent to us by Bn HQ, aiming 
to eject the aimless intruders. Sliding and slipping their 
way across the muddy ground they were mortared 
and wounded, including Thompson.  So only a handful 
reached the pit.  With the two remaining men, one of 
whom was a cook, L/Cpl Collyer who manned the 2” 
Mortar pumping out illuminating flares and Cpl Jackie 
Baughan, giving covering fire, Williams using his fists, 
rifle butts and everything else which came to hand 
ejected the enemy who sped headlong down the hill 
from whence they had come.

Following a short gap in the action, during which 
ammunition was quickly replenished, a second, 
stronger assault came in, this time from the SE.  This 
was repulsed by grenades, accurate shooting from 
the trenches, mines and CSM Williams bravely seizing 
a GPMG and firing from the hip at the Indonesians, 
who were hauling themselves up the slippery slope by 
pulling on the barbed wire.  Baughan, with his section 
worked their way through the trenches to counter 
attack.  This prevailed and the enemy were thrown 
back down the hill, leaving their dead behind on the hill, 
though not before they had breached our defences for 
the second time that morning.  In the CP I was trying 
to master events.  Twice I managed to ‘escape’ into 
the illuminated melee to see for myself what was 

happening. There were mortar bombs, claymore mines, 
balindasides, rattle of machine gun and rifle fire going 
off all the time.  Slithering about I never made much 
progress, beyond, I think, the cookhouse before being 
recalled for the umpteenth time to speak to Bn HQ.  
The CP was mortared and rocketed several times; the 
Tilly lamps swinging crazily around and dust from the 
sandbagged ceiling clogging the air.  Casualties: sodden, 
ashen-faced youngsters continued to arrive in the CP 
to be patched up.  Through all this noise and confusion 
plans were being formulated and orders given, to 
drop “cut-off” parties from the Brigade Reserve by 
helicopter to harry and block off the retreating enemy 
to their border crossing point.

At first half light, 0645hrs or so, the enemy retreated 
back to the border.  The battle had lasted 90 minutes.  
Clearing patrols round the perimeter continued 
to have a few skirmishes with the stragglers.  We 
continued to harry the retreating enemy with mortar 
and gun fire.  Tell-tale trails in the jungle provided 
ample evidence that their journey back home was far 
from comfortable.  The enemy left behind a number of 
dead around our position: thus exploding the myth, to 
all that they never invaded.

The experiment (and apparently it was an experiment) 
of Lt Col Wibowo and his RPKAD failed and it was 
never repeated.  It failed because we were well trained, 
disciplined, motivated, rehearsed, well equipped and 
supplied.  Supreme acts of bravery and resilience 
were displayed at the time when it mattered.  Our 
new, young soldiers acquitted themselves particularly 
superbly that morning.  I think that all the survivors 
grew up and ‘walked a little taller’ after that April 
morning.  Tragically two were killed: Pte Smith and 
L/Cpl McKellar, who died in Singapore BMH.  We 
suffered eight wounded, including CSM John Williams, 
all of whom were evacuated.  We inflicted thirty-two 
dead and wounded on the enemy.  CSM John Williams 
was awarded the DCM: Cpl Jackie Baughan the MM and 
Pte Mick Murtagh the MID all for their conspicuous 
gallantry in their own ways during the battle.

NB. Photos are generic 2 PARA Borneo Campaign
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2014 annual reunion

T he 44th Annual Reunion in 2014 was a special occasion.  The dinner took place in the library of Stoke Rochford 
Hall on Saturday 25th October. The following day saw the unveiling by General Sir Geoffrey Howlett of a new 
memorial in the Parish Church of St. Andrew and St. Mary to all those from The Second Battalion the Parachute 

Regiment who had died on active service since 1945.

These photographs capture elements of the Annual Reunion.





2 para news

M uch of last year was spent training in 
preparation for 2 PARA to take over the 
Air Manoeuvre Battle Group (AMBG) 

commitment from 3 PARA in early 2015. The 
culmination of this training took place in October 
2014 when the Battalion deployed to Kenya on 
Exercise ASKARI STORM. The exercise consisted 
of three phases: WARRIOR, CENTURION and 
SPARTAN. 

The WARRIOR phase consisted of platoon and 
company level training involving a mixture of live 
ranges, exercising with laser simulation kit (DTES) and 
navigation training. This phase culminated in a PARA 
insertion, followed by a challenging 17km infiltration 
into live platoon day and night attacks. This was one of 
the more arduous parts of the exercise and served as 
a reminder as to why we select fit, robust soldiers! 

The companies then moved straight into the 
CENTURION phase of the exercise which took the 
form of three 48 hour rotations: Offensive, Defensive 
and Enabling. The Offensive package was a Combined 
Arms Live Firing Exercise (CALFEX) which meant 
that Support Company and the Artillery were heavily 
involved and provided a great opportunity for more 
junior members of the Battalion to see all of the 
support assets working together in unison for the first 
time.

Exercise ASKARI STORM finished off with the 
SPARTAN phase which saw the Battle Group (BG) 
deploy in its entirety and was split down into a further 
four phases: a deliberate mission, a hasty attack, 
deliberate area defence and then a final deliberate 
attack in the Lol Daiga training area. 2 PARA 
performed to the usual high standard in Kenya and the 
BATUK staff were very impressed with what they saw, 
which made for a very positive post-exercise debrief!

As we moved into the new year, overseas 
company level training should have taken place but 
unfortunately some last minute cancellations occurred 
that meant only A Company deployed to Cyprus. As 
ever, the Battalion was adaptable and flexible and was 
able to fire up some excellent company level training 
in the UK at the last minute, and 2 PARA took over 
the AMBG commitment in March 2015. It wasn’t all 
hard work however, and the companies were able to 
conduct various Adventurous Training packages before 
going on a well earned break for Easter Leave and we 
were also treated to a visit from some of the veterans 
of the battle Plaman Mapu, an aspect of the Borneo 
campaign in 1965 of which very little is generally 
known about.

Immediately after leave, 2 PARA found itself deploying 
on Exercise JOINT WARRIOR, the Brigade level 
exercise aimed at testing 16 Air Assault Brigade’s 
readiness to deploy an intervention force at short 
notice to seize an airfield and break into a country 
in order to establish a foot hold for subsequent 
operations.  Again, 2 PARA as the AMBG formed the 
tip of the spear and utilised a full range of insertion 
methods from PARA insertion to Air Assault to 
show off its capability an aggressive, adaptable yet 
lightweight force that is deployable at a moments 
notice.

The pace of life in Battalion did not slow down after 
Exercise JOINT WARRIOR as we prepared ourselves 
for the cadre period whilst concurrently conducting 
an ECI. At the time of writing, the cadre period is now 
fully underway and the Toms from the rifle companies 
are no doubt receiving a very useful education in 
what it takes to work in Support Company and D 
Company. 

As we look to the months ahead we look forward to 
the reshuffle that will occur after the cadre period 
as well as the chance to engage in more sporting 
activities such as the 16 Air Assault Brigade Sport’s 
Day in July and preparing our boxers for the inter-
company boxing competition that will take place 
later this year. Our main focus however, as expected, 
will be on remaining “ready” for whatever the future 
may hold in store for us, and all the efforts and work 
entailed in remaining poised in the starting block 
waiting to hear the gun go off and the race to start!



stoke rochford 
and the

gronert twins

I n late 1944 after suffering 31 killed in action 
during the Sicily campaign, 2 PARA embarked 
at Taranto by troopship. By way of Algiers, the 

battalion arrived back at Liverpool on 9 December 
1944 and moved onwards to the Stoke Rochford 
area – thus beginning the association of the battalion 
with its spiritual home.
Events in the run up to Arnhem included:

• The inspection of 1 Para Brigade including 2 PARA 
at Belton Park, Grantham in March.

• A divisional exercise of 1st Airborne Division in 
April with 6th Airborne Division as the enemy 
force.

• A divisional exercise in May on the Yorkshire 
Moors where over 100 miles were marched in a 
week.

It was from Saltby Aerodrome (still used for gliding) 
that 31 officers and 478 other ranks embarked for 
Arnhem. 
But one thing remains the same today as it was then  
- the Toms are always the Toms!
One morning a few weeks prior to Arnhem, the 
village bobby at Colsterworth (just off the A1 south 
of Stoke Rochford and a company location) called on 

Major Doug Crawley who had to call the company 
on parade:
“Fall out those who pinched the 30 miles an hour 
sign from near the Easton turn off” bellowed Major 
Crawley.
Eventually, after threatening a collective punishment, 
two men stepped forward. Their ‘special offer’ was to 
tab in full battle order to Easton and back within an 
hour returning the sign or be jailed for fourteen days. 
They made it.
So, who were the culprits?
They were:
5511523 Private Tom Gronert.
5511524 Private Claude Gronert.
They were twins. They were both killed in action on 
17 September 1944. 
They lie side by side in Oosterbeck cemetery.

Chip Chapman

Death of CSM Stephen “Baz” Bardsley MM BEM
I fought with Baz Bardsley at Goose Green. He typified all that was best of the airborne 
soldier on the battlefield – ethos, commitment, determination, and a will to succeed.  
He was awarded the Military Medal for rescuing a wounded colleague under heavy 
fire near the gorse line on 28 May 1982. Not only that, he was awarded the Bronze 
Star by the US Army. He was only one of two Parachute Regiment personnel who 
fought (whilst on exchange) with the 82nd Airborne Division in the 1991 Gulf War 
(the other was the then Captain Giles Orpen-Smellie). He was also subsequently 
awarded the BEM. He had almost a unique set of medals which, for his own personal 
reasons, he auctioned about 3 years ago, and which fetched £123,000. You can tell by 
the price, the mystique of those medals to a collector.  A tough, competitive character 
who never compromised on standards, he was one of the modern benchmarks that follows that golden thread 
from our founding fathers of World War 2. Someone recently asked me “what was the decisive weapon of the 
Falklands war”? It was not artillery fire, it was not the Harrier: it was the comradeship between the ‘band of 
brothers’, which the actions of men such as Baz Bardsley - and his actions - personified. 
As with the Gronert twins he lived up to the famous words of Shakespeare:
“We few, we happy few, we band of brothers; For he today that sheds his blood with me, Shall be my brother.”
Chip Chapman Please also see Editor’s comments on the back page of this newsletter



The Editor remembers “Baz”
I ran Baz Bardsley’s JNCO Cadre in Ballykinler and he was one of the best students on the course. The cadre was 
run on IS lines and the final exercise was held in the Forkhill TAOR in South Armagh with students conducting 
OPs on various locations. During this exercise I was in a patrol base in a forestry block on the side of Slieve 
Gullion - the forestry had apparently been laid out to represent the Battle of Waterloo, although it was difficult 
to reconcile this from the air! Anyway, whilst we were there a contact occurred in the vicinity of the Kilnasaggert 
Bridge several kms away. PIRA exchanged fire with a patrol from D Company – there was no result but it was 
the first time I had heard the distinctive sound of a BAR firing. 

Several weeks later, by which time Baz was a LCpl, I was training a spaniel in the sand dunes behind the camp at Ballykinler and using 
a dummy launcher, which gave a sharp crack – bit like a .22. As I was walking towards the back gate having finished the training the 
QRF appeared, led by Baz, with SLRs at the ready, in the kneeling position as I came over a crest. He was relieved to find me and my 
dog and not something more sinister!

F irst let me say how delighted I am to take on the 
role of Club Secretary vice Al Ashworth. 

I have very fond memories of my time in 2 PARA including 
my introduction to the Club when, as CO 2 PARA, Naomi 
and I were invited to Stoke Rochford by Maj Gen Frost. 
Following that weekend in Stoke Rochford members of 
the Club then visited 2 PARA in Aldershot. Much to my 
surprise the Club in those days had a former German 
soldier as a member, complete with Iron Cross – he had 
apparently been captured in North Africa and he came on 
the visit! 

Sometime later the Club presented 2 PARA with a new 
base for the Bruneval Cup inter-platoon competition. 
John Frost came to watch the competition and presented 
the winning platoon with the trophy mounted on its new 
base. 2 PARA still run the Bruneval Cup inter-platoon 
competition which this year involved a hike over Pen Y 
Fan!

In the last few months Brian Fagg and I have concentrated 
on a revision of the membership roll to ensure it is as 
accurate as possible. This is an important element in 
balancing the Club accounts. We have been through 
the roll to ensure that we are not unwittingly sending 
correspondence to former members or those who 
may have passed away. In parallel, a new website has 
been commissioned which will give potential members 
the ability to join the Club online and all members the 
opportunity to pay subscriptions online should they so 
choose.

One of the aims of the Club Committee is to strengthen 
the link between the Club and 2 PARA, which is, after 
all, our main recruiting ground! This will be a topic for 
discussion at the next AGM. 

secretary’s notes last post
We have sadly lost the following members during the 

past 12 months:

Mr R Fraser

Capt (QM) AR (Bob) Hill

Mr JM (Jim) Kerr

Mr WJJ (Jack) Martin MSM

PARACHUTE 2 CLUB 
COMMITTEE

President: Maj Gen (retd) C Chapman CB BA

Life Vice Presidents:

General Sir Geoffrey Howlett KBE MC
Mr Tom Noyce

Honorary Vice Presidents: Mrs Sara Jones

Chairman: Lt Col (retd) JWA Fleming OBE

Secretary: Col (retd) CF Hicks OBE
Email: para2club@yahoo.co.uk 

Treasurer: Mr B Fagg
Email: faggbrian12@btinternet.com 

Members:

Mr JS Needham, Mr T Martin, Mr S McNair

Chaplain: The Reverend David Cooper

New Club Website: www.parachutetwoclub.org

New Club Email: para2club@yahoo.co.uk

The Club Committee have revised the 

annual subscription rates:

Full Member ..............................................................£10.00
Associate Member .....................................................£5.00

The joining fee has been discontinued


